
Cervical Cancer Prevention in 
Japan: Troubling Times

Sharon J. B. Hanley

5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ aŜŘƛŎƛƴŜΣ IƻƪƪŀƛŘƻ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ, Sapporo, Japan

PCC Melbourne 2015



Declaration
(Based on ICMJE guidelines)

I am on the executiveboardof the People'sCampaignAgainstFemaleCancers
(PCAF)and a committee member of the JapaneseExpert Board for the
Eradicationof CervicalCancer. I havereceivedlecture feesfrom JapanVaccine
andthe JapaneseExpertBoardfor the Eradicationof CervicalCancer. PCAFand
the JapaneseExpertBoardfor the Eradicationof CervicalCancerhavereceived
fundingfrom JapanVaccineandMerckSharpandDohme



Outline of Presentation

1. Burden of Disease

2. Cervical cancer screening in Japan

3. HPV vaccination in Japan

4. Conclusions



¸Around 15,000 cases of cervical cancer  annually1

¸Around 3,500 deaths1
1Center for Cancer Control and Information Services, National Cancer Center, Japan

Includes carcinoma in situ

Cervix

¸Most common cancer in women of
reproductive age

Cancer Incidence Rates in Japanese Women aged 20- 39yrs



Japan (2010)1 US (2011)2 Australia (20113

Incidence 12.1 7.8 5.5
Mortality 2.1 2.3 1.6

1 http://ganjoho.jp/professional/statistics/statistics.html 
2http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6344a5.htm?s_cid=mm6344a5_w

3 http://www.aihw.gov.au/acim-books/

Comparison of Cervical Cancer Incidence and Mortality 
between Japan, the US and Australia

http://ganjoho.jp/professional/statistics/statistics.html


¸National screening programmeestablished in late 1950s

¸Local government became responsible for screening from 1984
¸Different areas have different subsidies 

¸Costs between $20-$30 with no subsidy

¸Screening aged and interval changed in 2004
¸30yrsҦ20yrs (no upper age limit)

¸annuallyҦ every 2 years

¸Women can also get screened during annual work health check-up
Ņot included in government figures

¸Women also screened opportunistically (during pregnancy etc)
¸Not included in government figures

Cervical Cancer Screening in Japan 



¸Smeartakersaregynecologists 
¸mostly men 
¸nurses/ midwives not allowed to take Pap smear
¸stigma associated with single women going to a gynecologist (STI, unplanned pregnancy)
¸not educated about the importance of screening in schools or university

¸Primary screening using cytology with HPV testing for ASCUS triage

¸Screening uptake 
¸around 25%in the local government programme
¸around 40% including opportunistic screening 
¸no screening register

Cervical Cancer Screening in Japan 



Recent Initiatives to Increase Screening Uptake

FreeScreening Coupons 
2009-2013

For women 25, 30, 35, 40, 45yrs

1

1Center for Cancer Control and Information Services, National Cancer Center, Japan



October 2009
Cervarix® licensed in Japan
Gardasil® in July 2011

November2010
Temporary fund launched for girls 
aged 12-16yrs. 50%national 
government, 50% local government

November2011
Uptakerates of 1st dose 
estimated at around 70%in the 
non-school (clinic)-based 
programme

March8th 2013
Asahi newspaper reports of 
50 girls suffering from 
Chronic Regional Pain 
Syndrome (CRPS) and 100 
absent from school.

March10th 2013
Adverse events reported on TV news

March 25th 2013
Pressconference held by Victims 
Support Group showing girls 
suffering from walking 
disturbances and seizure 

April 1st 2013
HPV vaccine included in the 
National Immunization 
Programme(NIP)
Freefor girls aged 12-16yrs

April 13th 2013
Suginami local government 
announcesbudget for the next fiscal 
year. Includes compensation for a girl 
allegedly suffering from CRPS

May 16th 2013
First meeting of the Vaccines 
Adverse Reactions Review 
Committee (VARRC)

May 19th 2013
Press conference by the
VictimsSupport Group

June 13th 2013
WHO GACVSreport releasedstating 
HPV vaccine safe. Not reported by 
Japanese media

June 14th 2013
Second meeting of VARRC.
Proactive recommendation of
HPV vaccine suspended

Timeline of Events Leading up to Suspension of HPV Vaccine Recommendations in Japan


